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SUB J : FOREIGN MINISTER'S MEETING WITH IAN SMITH 

REF: A) PRETORIA 3489, B) PETTERSON/BOWDLER TELECON JULY 21 

1 . I SPOKE TO BOTHA ABOUT HIS TRIP TO SALISBURY YESTERDAY 
WITH THE FOLLOWING RESULTS: 
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1. HE TOOK THE INITIATIVE IN THE VISIT. SMITH DID 

NOT WANT HIM TO COME UNTIL SUNDAY. JULY 24, BUT HE INSISTED 
ON GOING YESTERDAY. HE WAS FEARFUL THAT HAD HE FOLLOWED 
SMITH'S WISHES, SMITH MIGHT HAVE MADE STATEMENTS THAT 
COULD NOT BE UNDONE. 

2. THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIP WAS TWO-FOLD: 

(A) TO GET SMITH TO ADHERE TO HIS COMMITMENT 
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ON MAJORITY RULE; AND 
(B) TO MAKE SURE THAT SMITH CONTINUES TO 
NEGOTIATE ON A SETTLEMENT. 

2. THE SAG WANTED REAFFIRMATION OF COMMITMENT ON 
BOTH POINTS BEFORE THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN STARTS 
WHEN SMITH MIGHT MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS RENEGING 
ON OBLIGATIONS OR FORECLOSING OPTIONS. 

3. BEFORE LEAVING SALISBURY, BOTHA CHECKED WITH 
SMITH WHAT HE PROPOSED TO SAY TO PRESS ON HIS RETURN 
TO PRETORIA (SEE REFTEL). SMITH WANTED TO ADD 
"RESPONSIBLE" TO MAJORITY RULE. BOTHA REFUSED AND TOLD 
HIM NOT TO BACKTRACK ON STANCE HE HAD TAKEN SINCE 
KISSINGER INITIATIVE. SMITH DID NOT WANT TO INCLUDE 
BLACKS IN STATEMENT ON RETENTION OF CONFIDENCE AND 
SUPPORT. BOTHA INSISTED THAT IT APPLY TO BOTH. 

4. BOTHA IS CONVINCED NOW THAT SMITH HAD TO DISSOLVE 
PARLIAMENT AND CALL ELECTIONS, ALTHOUGH PRIOR TO VISIT 
HE DID NOT THINK SO. IN FACT HE HAD OPPOSED IT. HE 
REALIZES NOW THAT SAG HAD UNDERESTIMATED THE CHALLENGE 
OF THE RHODESIAN FRONT DEFECTORS. 

5. THE THREAT OF MORE DEFECTIONS WAS REAL. 

GROWTH OF THE RHODESIAN ACTION PARTY WOULD HAVE MADE IT 
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR SMITH TO GOVERN AND BRING ABOUT A 
SETTLEMENT. IT WAS ESSENTIAL TO NEUTRALIZE RIGHT 
WING DEFECTORS. ELECTIONS PROVIDED THE BEST VEHICLE. 

6. SMITH ASKED FOR SAG HELP IN WINNING THE ELECTIONS. 

BOTHA USED THIS TO OBTAIN THE COMMITMENTS HE WANTED 
ON MAJORITY RULE AND CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS. HIS 
TRIP TO SALISBURY SHOWED ELECTORATE THAT SMITH STILL 
HAS SAG SUPPORT. BOTHA SAID THAT AS THE CAMPAIGN 
CONTINUES WE CAN EXPECT SMITH TO USE THE SAG 
CONNECTION INCREASINGLY TO CONVEY THE IMPRESSION THAT 
HE AND ONLY HE HAS SAG SUPPORT. SMITH ASKED BOTHA 

TO VISIT SALISBURY REGULARLY AND HE PROMISED TO DO SO. 

7. SMITH IS UNDER GREAT STRESS. HE NEEDS TO REGROUP 
HIS FORCES. HE MUST RE-EXAMINE RHODESIAN FRONT CADRE 

TO WEED OUT DOUBTFULS AND COME UP WITH STRONG CANDIDATES 
TO OVERCOME OPPOSITION. BOTHA IS CONFIDENT THAT SMITH 
CAN WIN BIG. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT HE DO SO IF RHODESIA 
IS TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS. 

8. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION ABOUT SMITH’S INTENTIONS 
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ON AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT AND HOW THESE MIGHT BE LINKED 
TO THE ELECTIONS, BOTHA AFFIRMED THAT ELECTIONS ARE TO 
OBTAIN THE NECESSARY VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. SMITH MUST GET 
THE SEATS OF THE DEFECTORS BACK AND RE-ESTABLISH HIMSELF 
AS THE UNCHALLENGED LEADER OF THE WHITES. HE SAW NO 
CONNECTION WITH INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. 

BOWDLER UNQUOTE VANCE 
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